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St Cecilia’s News 
 

 
What are we reading? Check out 
the reading zone!  
 

 

 
Let’s chat to our leading lady! 

 

 

 

 

 

Find out what’s 

growing in our garden!  
 

And much more…. 
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Welcome to our newsletter. 

This is our first edition and we hope to grow this publication as the 

year progresses. Sarah and Jodie have been hard at work searching 

out stories and helping me to collate the magazine.  

We hope that you enjoy reading our stories and please get in touch 

if you have any ideas/comments or want to get involved in the Spring 

edition! 

Mrs J. Brady, Literacy Co-ordinator 

jbrady054@c2ken.net 

Meet the Editorial Team… who look nothing like 

this now!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Molloy-O’Dowd 

Editor 

 

Jodie-Lee Kennedy 

Editor 

mailto:jbrady054@c2ken.net
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Getting the low down on our leading lady! 

Sarah Molloy-O’Dowd interviews Mrs Mulhern  

Tell me a bit about your previous 

experience before taking on the role of 

principal of St Cecilia’s. 

I only ever wanted to be a teacher. I 

qualified as a Chemistry teacher and 

gained employment in St Mary’s. I 

actually turned down a job in St Cecilia’s 

around this time!  

In St Mary’s, my career progressed and 

I took on the role of Head of sixth form. 

After 4 years I had the opportunity to become Head of 

Science before becoming Vice-Principal. This was my job for 

5 years. In 2012, I was delighted to apply for the job of 

principal of St Cecilia’s and have been here ever since. 

What do you think has been the most interesting thing in 

your career so far?   

Without a doubt the most amazing thing I have been involved 

in is gaining the award, U.K Secondary School of the year. I 

felt enormously proud of our school staff, everyone who 

contributed to this achievement, teachers, support staff, 

canteen staff, cleaners. It really is an amazing team!   
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What challenges have you 

faced with the school 

closures that we had to 

endure during lockdowns?  

I found lockdown so difficult. 

I was consumed by worry 

about everyone in my care. I 

worried about the girls and those people who were very 

isolated, but on a positive note. I could wear casual clothes 

every day!  

On a lighter note…What is your favourite film? 

My favourite film is, ‘It’s a wonderful life.’ I love this film 

because it shows the importance of every single person’s life 

and the good that they do, that they may not always 

recognise themselves.  This film reminds me of being young 

and watching with my own family.   
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Liverpool fan meets 

Man UTD 
 

Mrs Nicholl recently 

attended the Manchester 

United versus Liverpool fixture 

at Old Trafford as a guest of 

the Manchester United 

Foundation.  

Amazingly, she was able to keep 

her emotions in check, as 

Liverpool raced to a convincing 

5-0 victory that not even she 

had dreamed of (poor Mr 

McClafferty). 

 

Mrs Nicholl pictured with 

Manchester United Foundation 

CEO, John Shiels before kick-

off.  
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Trip to Old Trafford 

Ainara Hutcheson 10 Peace recalls her trip to Old Trafford stadium   

 

I’m Ainara Hutcheson and I’m from St Cecilia’s College in Derry. I recently won 

the Ulster University and Manchester 

United competition. The competition 

prize included four tickets to go see the 

Manchester United vs Man City Premier 

League match in Old Trafford and a 

very special message from the 

Manchester United and England 

international left back Luke Shaw.  

On 6th November at 3:30am I woke up 

with excitement and got ready for the 

taxi coming at 4:30am. We got the taxi up to Belfast International Airport. 

Around 6:00am we got into Belfast airport and checked in. We waited for our 

flight at 8:10am. Then we got on the flight to Manchester. We were all so 

excited. We landed at Manchester at 9:15 and got a taxi to Old Trafford.  

Fairy Tale  

When I arrived at the stadium, I felt like I was dreaming, or I was in a fairy 

tale. We walked to the MU Foundation Office where John (the CEO of the MU 

Foundation) welcomed us to Old Trafford. He brought us in to his office and 

made us a cup of tea while he spoke to us. We dropped our bags in the MU 

Foundation office. While we waited for our tickets to be ready, we went to the 

mega store where we saw all the merchandise. We bought a couple of items, 

then, we started to walk back to the MU Foundation.  

Lifting the Trophy 

We also got to lift three of Manchester United cups that they’ve won and got 

pictures with. We collected our tickets then John showed us around Old 

Trafford and took us to our seats. As soon as we walked into the stadium, it was 

amazing. I felt like it wasn’t real. John took us to where we were going to sit, we 

were amazed we were so close to the pitch. We took loads of pictures and sat 

down waiting patiently for the players to come out.  

 



7 | P a g e  
 

 

The Players 

David De Gea came out to start 

warming up. The whole stadium 

cheered with excitement. Ederson 

came out to start warming up on the 

other side too. Not that long after 

the Man UTD players started coming 

out. I couldn’t believe my eyes all the 

players that I’ve watched most of my 

life were all right in front of me.  

We were watching the match and Man 

United didn’t have much possession of 

the ball. In the 7th minute Man City 

took an early lead with an OG scored 

by Eric Bailly. It was 1 nil to Man City. 

The pressure was on for Man United.  

Silva Scores 

It was nearly half time and then boom Bernardo Silva scored making it 2 nil. I 

was feeling sad that Man United were losing but I still could believe I was 

watching them play in real life. At half time, Old Trafford congratulated me on 

the big speakers so everyone could hear. I was so shocked and happy at the 

same time. I didn’t have any idea that was going to happen.  

When the second half started and I saw Jadon Sancho, Jessie Lingard and 

Marcus Rashford warming up, it was like I was on a different planet. It was so 

exciting. In the 73rd-minute, Luke Shaw went down for the second time and the 

medical team took him off. He waved to all of us while he was walking into the 

tunnel.  When the match was over all the Man United players walked into the 

tunnel. We stayed a bit longer to see all the players’ interviews.  

The experience was amazing. After we left the stadium, we went back to the 

MU Foundation to collect our bags and to thank John. He gave me a pen and 

notebook and he also gave my family notebooks. Thank you for reading my 

experience of going over to Old Trafford and my amazing experience.  

Ainara Hutcheson 10 Peace 
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Growing Girls 

In October, 8 Grace enjoyed a rare 

sunny day in the gardens at St 

Cecilia’s College. The girls decided 

that they wanted to plant tulips for 

spring. The year 8 girls enjoyed 

working together to plant their bulbs.  

 

Green fingers  

The great girls from 8 Grace were not afraid to get their 

hands dirty!  Team work and great communication skills 

were in evidence during their planting.   

Eve Quinn said, “I’m looking forward to seeing our flowers 

bloom in spring!”  Janey O’Kane said, ‘I love working with my 

hands and I don’t mind the muck!’  

Mrs Brady, their form teacher hopes all their hard work 

pays off in the spring. 
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Having the craic with Mammy 

Banter 

In November, Serena Terry visited the 

school during Global Entrepreneurship 

Week 2021. 

In her presentation, Serena otherwise known as Mammy 

Banter, inspired the year 14’s with her secrets to success. 

Ms Terry’s vibrancy and energy were evident as she 

revealed how she went about creating her own brand, 

Catchy Co. 

Serena is skilled in Business and Marketing Strategies, 

Inbound Marketing, Digital Marketing, Social Media 

Marketing for TikTok, Instagram and Facebook.  

Ms Terry who also lectures for North West School of 

Marketing, graduated with a BSC Hons in Advertising and 

Marketing from University of Ulster and also holds a 

Diploma in Digital Marketing, ILM Level 5 in Leadership.  

As a past pupil, Serena talked 

passionately about all the 

opportunities that St 

Cecilia’s had given her and 

the importance of having 

ambitious goals. She urged 

the sixth formers to pursue 

their passions and never give 

up! 
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The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas:  

A Review 

 

I have just finished reading this 

novel in English and I thought that 

I’d give you my thoughts on it.  

My favourite chapter of this book was 

chapter eighteen because with the 

knowledge of all the different 

characters. It was fun reading about the final adventure that the 

two boys (Bruno and Shmuel) had together. 

Another reason as to why I love this chapter is because the way 

that the boys thought out their plan and how 

they were going to do this secretly was 

outstanding, because, they are only nine years 

old! I mean even at thirteen years old, I 

wouldn’t be able to think of a plan this 

elaborate, clever and sly! 
 

 

Characters 

Now, there are so many 

different characters in this 

book but I'm not going to bore you with all of them. 

I'm only going to pick five to tell you about. Shmuel 

is a nine-year-old Jewish boy from Poland who was 

imprisoned by German soldiers and taken to 

Auschwitz. He was taken along with his Father, 

Grandfather and his Brother. Bruno is ( surprisingly 

enough) the same age as Shmuel and even more 

surprisingly, they were born on the same day, month 

and year!  

Ralph is Bruno’s father and is also the Commandant. 

He works for an important man called The Fuhrer 

and cares more about his profession than his own 

Drawing by Pheobe England 9P 

Drawing by Eden Faulkner 9P 
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family. Gretel is Bruno’s sister, only 3 years older than Bruno but 

acts as though she knows more than anyone else she has ever met! 

Her hobbies were collecting dolls but as we find in the last few 

chapters, she throws out her dolls and finds new interests such as 

collecting maps, learning about the concentration camps and she also 

took a generous interest in her father’s profession. 

 

 

Bruno’s mother is a character in 

this book that John Boyne has 

portrayed to be quiet, but when 

needs be she will speak her mind. 

She also seems as though she is 

being controlled by Ralph. I know 

this because in one of the 

chapters, she doesn’t want to tell Ralph about how Pavel helped 

Bruno when he fell off the swing.  

 

 

My favourite character is most likely Pavel, mainly because he is so 

sweet and kind-hearted all the time. If he wasn’t imprisoned, he 

would have been the best and kindest doctor Berlin had ever seen. 

Pavel is a kind soul who wouldn’t hurt a fly! It was shocking when I 

learned that he was brutally murdered by Kotler! (who I despise) 

 

Madison Toye 9 Peace 
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Settling in 

Our year 8 girls were very busy in English this term. One of their 

tasks involved composing a letter to their Primary school teachers. 

Here’s Taylor’s (8 Grace) and Poppy’s (8 Courage) excellent letters 

to their Primary 7 teachers.  

 

11/11/21 

Dear Mrs McGlinchey, 

It has been a long time since I have been at the 

school. I'm now at St Cecilia’s college. It’s been a few 

months since I left, it feels like for ever. 

It feels different being at an all-girl school, but I’m 

getting used to it. I’ve made loads of new friends and 

Shannagh, Ria and Eve are in my class. 

The teachers are very nice and help me if I need help. My favourite 

subjects are Art, History, Maths, Dance and P.E. I get loads of 

homework but it doesn’t take too long to do. 

The uniform is different from primary school. We have to wear a 

blazer but I don’t mind. I get to wear my P.E gear 3 days a week. 

The canteen is very big, and the food is really nice, I love using my 

fingerprint. I don’t get to sit with the friends who aren't in my class 

but, that’s okay. 

I move round a lot! I’m still getting used to it because it’s different, 

to primary school staying in the one class room. 

I hope you’re getting on well!  

 

Bye for now. 

Taylor Houston (8 Grace) 
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Dear Mrs Forbes, 

I hope you are doing well. I really miss primary school, but I’m really 

enjoying St Cecilia’s. I have no complaints to make, 

apart from the fact I have to wear a mask. I don’t 

really mind it, but it really hurts my ears. 

I love all my teachers, but my favourites are Miss 

Rainey, who is my Geography teacher, and my 

English teacher, Mrs Brady.  

I love moving around to go to my next class, we used to have a one-

way system, but now thankfully we don’t. I always get squished and 

wacked with people’s handbags! 

I go to netball on Thursday’s after school which is fun. I get the bus to 

and from school with my friend Katie. At lunch time, instead of 

packed lunch, I go to the restaurant. The restaurant has lot’s more 

options then our primary school canteen had and I enjoy using my 

fingerprint to pay for my food. 

Homework! I do get quite a lot of it. My bag is so heavy and it hurts 

my back some days. My form teacher is Mrs Davidson and I really like 

her. We have different houses and mine is Courage. Our house has a 

yellow and green tie. 

Thank you for reading my letter and maybe if you have time you 

could write back, but if not that is 

absolutely fine! 

Goodbye for now!! 

Poppy Reid (8 Courage) 
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Talented Teighan 

 

 

Irish dancing means a lot to me. I’ve been doing 

Irish dancing since I was 7 and since then I’ve 

been going to my dance studio and working on 

becoming better and better at my passion. I’ve 

worked really hard to attend the best and 

biggest competition known as the worlds. No one 

likes stressing, so I motivate myself to go onto 

stage by affirming to myself that I can only do my best.   

 

When at recent worlds competition 

after I had completed my dance and it 

was results time, I waited anxiously for 

my number to be called out. This was a 

bit of a roller coaster of emotions. I 

went from 3rd to 5th to 7th and then 

back to 3rd!  

 

Everyone screamed and shouted with 

joy for me. Full of shock standing on 

that 3rd podium knowing that I had 

come 3rd out of so, so many amazing 

dancers from places such as America 

and Scotland made me feel extremely 

proud.   

 

I can’t wait to keep pushing myself to 

get better and better and attend the 

worlds in April. I am a proud member of 

the Porter School of Irish dance. They 

have helped me gain an endless amount 

of achievements so I must thank them 

for helping me be the best I can be!  

 

 

Teighan McClenaghan-Wilson 9 Hope 

Mr McMenamin (Head of Year 9) 

pictured with Teighan.   
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Caoimhe Cross in 13A examines a problem experienced by many 

teenagers...  

Worry, worry, worry!  
  

Today's hot topic is young people worry 

too much about how other people view 

them. My name is Caoimhe and I am 

here to examine this important issue.  

  

Young people get so caught up in how 

other people view them that 

it constantly sends a grey cloud over their head causing them to 

worry, overthink and feel fear. Does this sound like you?  

  

STUDENTS …an eight-letter word, more than eight reasons why 

we do should not be sojudgemental.  Being a student is like going on 

the world's most indecisive, emotional rollercoaster and not even 

realising you're on it because you are that busy…yes you guessed 

it…worrying!  

 

Parents  

Our parents all play such an instrumental 

role in our life, because of this we 

worry a lot about what they think of 

us. 78% of students worry about not 

living up to the expectations 

their parents have for 

them. That is nearly 80% of 

students that feel like they will 

be deemed as a failure by their parents if they do not live up 

to their expectations. That is an immense amount of stress and 

worry to put on a student with them already being in a stressful 

state due to their studies and most of them being 

in their adolescence. (A stage which brings its own troubles!)  

78% of students worry 

about not living up to the 

expectations their parents 

have for them 
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Just because we aren't as smart as Einstein or as charismatic as 

James Cordon does not mean we won't succeed in life so let us 

explore our identity and study at our own pace.   

 

Stereotypes 

Stereotypes in my opinion are one of the main reasons why students 

worry. We are put into categories and judged on decision making 

that we want or feel comfortable with, like for example if a girl 

wears more masculine clothes, she is branded a “tomboy” or if a 

person likes to do well in school they are portrayed as a “geek” or 

the “teacher's pet”.  

 

Many boys and girls across the world do things they don’t want to do 

because they’re worried that if they don’t fit in, they will 

be stereotyped as something “weird” or “unusual.” Indeed, many boys 

feel like they have to take part in sport because they’ll be deemed 

weak, ‘unathletic’, lazy or more feminine. They also feel like 

they have to do it because most girls like the aesthetic of dating a 

football player and a guy who looks “ripped!” So, in order to compete 

with these guys, boys feel 

that they have to do 

sport as well.  

 

Girls…Girls also worry an 

awful lot about being 

stereotyped, they feel like 

they have to wear make-up 

to fit in with cover girls 

and be more “appealing” to 

people. I, however, don’t wear make-up because I feel like being 

natural gives you more freedom to be yourself.  
 

Apps 

With apps like Instagram and Tiktok we can virtually look at our 

celebrity crushes whenever we want, which is amazing, however 

there are some cons. The specific one I am going to be talking about 
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is students worrying about their appearance because they are 

comparing themselves to the likes of Kim Kardashian and 

Bradley Cooper. Young people are looking at their bodies and 

wondering why don’t they look like that? How is she 10x 

prettier than me? Why is she x10 slimmer than me? Why is her skin 

x10 more smooth than mine? 

 

So teenagers worry about factors such 

as people aren't going to find 

me appealing compared to them. 

No one's going to like me because I 

don’t look like them, so they’ll sit there 

and allow their brain to fill with up with 

a crippling self-

consciousness and paranoia, as they crave the same appearance as 

these celebrities!   

 

Young people start to self-obsess … like an addict with drugs. Teens 

compare themselves to everyone like a teacher would 

compare answers!  Young people worry about being laughed at, talked 

about, made fun of and they start to hate themselves. What a 

vicious cycle!   

So you can see that teenagers today worry, worry, worry too much!  

 

What do you think? Do teenagers worry too much about 

what others think?? 

 

 

 

 

 

Yeah all the time

Some times

Naw I’m pretty chilled
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Halloween Howl 

  

On a dark, damp and dreary night, Millie and her friends 

heard a howl in the distance. They put on their coats and 

went out to investigate it.  

The moon was as bright as a firefly, and the stars were 

shining like diamonds in the sky. Millie and her friends 

followed the sound into a dark and gloomy 

graveyard covered in cobwebs.  

All of a sudden they heard an almighty 

screech!!!!!! The hairs stood on the back of 

their necks. They were expecting to see a 

hideous monster but in fact it turned out to 

be… a kitten caught in a trap. 

 

Olivia-May Parkhouse 8 Grace 

 

 

 

 

 

Author is licensed under 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Halloween Howl 
In October St Cecilia’s was gripped by Halloween 

fever. Year 8 and 9 enjoyed an amazing celebration 

at the annual, Halloween Howl. The girls dressed up 

and took part in some spooky fun and games.  

The festival was full of colourful costumes and 

bags of fun. Mrs Mulhern was one of the star attractions…Dancing 

Queen, witch, salsa dancer…you name it, she appeared in it! 
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Pumpkin Competition 

As part of the St Cecilia’s Halloween celebrations there was a 

pumpkin competition. Staff and students battled it out to see who 

would be crowned pumpkin creator of the year! There were 

characters from films, music and few original twists dreamed up…  
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Christmas is 

coming… 

What’s on your Christmas wish list?  

From new handbags to the latest tech, we all have a 

Christmas wish list. Here’s what Good Housekeeping think 

we might want to find under your trees this year… 

 

 

Chill out with your own mini-fridge! 

 

Have an art attack with the newest 

Professional Printing 3D Pen with OLED 

Display. 

 

Be picture perfect with an instant print 

digital camera. 

 

Stay in touch with the latest IPhone! The 

newest incarnation of Apple’s market 

dominator is the 

IPhone 13. No doubt 

many of you will be 

hoping Santa leaves 

this under your tree! 
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Year 8 enjoy festive treats 

from Tiny’s 

Miss McGrory (the best year head in the school…ssh don’t 

tell Mr McMenamin) presented 6 lucky ladies in year 8 with 

treat boxes to enjoy during the Late Late Toy Show. These 

goody boxes were sponsored by Tiny’s in Buncrana.  

 

 

 

 Leah, Anne, Rocha-Lee, Laila, Emily and Leah all won tasty treat 

boxes (sponsored by Tiny’s Toys in Buncrana) 
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Spreading Christmas Cheer 

The people of 

Creggan and Derry in 

general are infamous 

for the generosity 

and kindness when it 

comes to charity. St 

Cecilia’s recently 

donated 207 shoe 

boxes filled with gifts to a very worthy cause. Mrs Hardy 

who co-ordinated the donation, told us, “I got involved in 

the shoe-box appeal because the teacher that was going to 

do it, Ms Scullion went on maternity leave. Her pupils at the 

time (who were in my form class, currently year 14) and 

they asked me to supervise! So I was roped in. I started 

doing the spreadsheet to up the ante and ignite competition 

and general noise! It’s always been fun and exciting and 

something different giving a box of love at Christmas time!” 

Shoe Box appeal partnership in Derry 

Eschol Ministries is the work of Rev. Ronnie 

McCracken MBE. For many years Ronnie was 

distributing Humanitarian Aid to needy 

pensioners and invalids in Russia, Belarus, 

Macedonia, and other countries of the 

former Soviet Union through the churches 

there. Thinking that it was time to retire, 

he bought a place in the Algarve, Portugal. 

However, he soon realised that there were many needy 
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refugees and Portuguese in the area. Moved by their needs 

he began to think there were people who needed the same 

kind of help.  

For several years St. Cecilia’s College has provided Shoebox 

gifts for these children. As well as distributing the 

shoeboxes family food parcels are made up and when the 

children get their gifts, the parents also receive a nice 

Christmas Hamper of good things.  In the Algarve, the 

distribution takes place through the local Salvation Army 

from their base in Sao Bras 

and the Captain acts as our 

interpreter.  

“There is great excitement 

when we arrive. We cross 

from Rosslare to Bilbao in 

Northern Spain (28 hours 

on the ferry) and then 

drive right to the South of Spain and on to Algarve.  Covid 

restrictions have meant extra difficulties in getting 

through with the gifts, but we are determined to deliver 

the good things from St. Cecilia’s 

along with many other gifts. 

There have been over 500 

shoe boxes from St. Cecilia’s 

this last two years! I would love 

everybody to understand just how 

GENEROUS the people of the Creggan have been in sending 

these lovely shoeboxes from the school.” 

There have been over 500 

shoe boxes from St. 

Cecilia’s this last two 

years! 
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An Important anniversary for Derry 

The 50th Anniversary of Bloody Sunday occurs in January 2022. Farah and Eirinn 

reflect on this tragedy. Their work will appear in a digital archive commissioned 

to mark the 50th anniversary of this tragedy.  

 

About 15,000 people gathered in the 

Creggan area of Derry on the morning of 

30 January 1972 to take part in a civil 

rights march. This was the beginning of 

Bloody Sunday although no one knew.... 

Thousands gathered on this January 

morning right here in Derry. This was a 

rally organised by the Northern Ireland 

Civil Rights Association to protest about 

internment. BUT the government had banned such protests and so troops were 

deployed to police this march. 

The rally intended to go into the city centre, but army barricades blocked the 

marchers. Most demonstrators were instead directed towards Free Derry 

Corner in the Bogside. The march began shortly after 15:00pm 

After an episode of irregular fighting between the marchers and the soldiers, 

then just before 16:00pm stones were thrown, and soldiers replied with rubber 

bullets. Two men were shot and wounded. 

Paratroopers made as many arrests of the people who were marching as 

possible. 

The soldiers opened fire. 21 soldiers opened fire and released 108 live rounds 

between them. The shootings lead to widespread anger all over Derry.  The 

British Embassy in Dublin was burned to 

the ground by an angry crowd. The day 

after Bloody Sunday the government 

announced word of an inquiry led by, the 

Lord Chief Justice, Lord Widgery. These 

are the unfortunate victims of that 

horrible day.                                           

Eirinn McGilloway  8 Courage 
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                                                       Bloody Sunday 

Bloody Sunday as we know it, is the tragic event that changed Derry forever on 

January 30th 1972. It was a massacre by British 

soldiers that resulted in fourteen deaths. It started 

as a civil rights movement protesting against 

internment, a law that gave authorities the power to 

imprison people without trial. It was originally 

planned to happen outside the city centre but was 

directed towards the free Derry corner.  

After a while, soldiers became rough with the 

protestors so stones were thrown, which the 

soldiers responded to with rubber bullets and tear 

gas. Twenty-one soldiers fired weapons which led to 

the deaths.  

Everyone in Derry knows someone or is connected to someone who was 

affected by Bloody Sunday. My granny Mary told me stories about her 

experience on the day. When it happened she was out with her friends just like 

any other day, then suddenly, everywhere there was chaos. What had just 

been a normal day for her was suddenly filled with screams and gunshots. 

People were running in nearly every direction she had to run to her friend’s 

house for cover, thankfully she wasn’t hurt.  She was only thirteen at the time 

and to think she was only around my age to is hard to imagine.  

The fight for justice went on for many years and is still going on for the 

families. The British government apologised for the events on 16th June 2010, 

but the fight for complete justice still continues for the victims’ relatives. The 

50th anniversary is coming up and what that means to me is that Derry is still 

fighting, 50 years without full justice isn’t acceptable. We as a community will 

never forget or stop until we get justice for the families and the victims.  

Although we need to have hope for the future, and we do. We are all a part of 

Derry and Derry is a community of people who fought for justice, and are still 

fighting. We remember those we lost and most importantly we have hope for 

the future.         Farrah Nixon 10Grace  

 

Check out the archive  http://www.bloodysunday50.com/ 

 

http://www.bloodysunday50.com/
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Anti-bullying week took place in November.  This year’s theme was 

One Kind Word. The emphasis was on how we treat people in person 

and online. Our school community embraced a range of activities to 

highlight this important message.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
Hannah McLaughlin 8 Peace 
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Ava Mooney 8 Peace 

Caragh McBay 8 Hope 
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Celebrating World 

Poetry Day  

On World Poetry Day we were 

delighted to welcome a local poet 

into our school.  

 

Julieann Campbell is an award-

winning poet and very successful 

non-fiction writer. The Derry 

native kindly read a few of her 

poems and gave us a sneak peak 

of some upcoming poems and her 

newest book cover for the 50th 

commemoration of Blood Sunday. 

This latest book was a 

commission for a huge publishing 

house, and to date her biggest job! 

Ms Campbell discussed her love of poetry, her inspiration and read 

her beautiful poems…before their publication.  

Year 10 classes enjoyed Julieann’s presentation very much. Indeed, 

since this event some year 10 girls have gone on to pursue their love 

of creative writing by joining Miss Carson’s new Creative writing 

club.  

Year 10s pictured with Julieann Campbell 
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Run, Run Riley 
 

Riley was starving but she knew dad was in a bad mood so she didn’t want to go down 

stairs to get something to eat. The rumbling in her belly was getting unbearable. “Scrap 

it.” She thought, even though dad would probably start fighting with her she didn’t care, 

she couldn’t just sit and starve herself! 

She went downstairs and asked dad if he bought any shopping this week. “Dad is the 

shopping in this week or have you not gone yet?”  

“No Riley, go eat your toenails or something. Your brother ate the last potato.”  

“DAD! DID YOU SPEND ALL YOUR 

MONEY GAMBLING AGAIN!”  

she went out to the kitchen as she heard 

shuffling footsteps, “Dad no please not 

again I- “ 

Riley turned just in time. Dad whacked her 

with his belt. She yelped.  

Riley grabbed an apple and ran upstairs. 

“I’m running away and leaving that ugly, fat, ratchet hag before he does anything else!” 

she thought. “I’m 14 I can handle myself.” 

She packed a bag and ran off into the forest. 

She stayed in the forest next door to the place that was never home. “I should’ve lived with 

mum or meemaw, well before mum became an alcoholic.” 

She laid out some blankets, that were her brother Jack’s. She had stolen them. Jack was 18 

and he was her best friend in the whole world. Jack was sad when she told him what she 

was doing, in fact, he wanted to come but he knew it was for the best if he didn’t come.  

She fell asleep. 

A week passed… 

 Riley had been living off wild berries, snails and the lake water. She heard a loud howl. 

Then growling “UH OH!” she thought. 

Just then, she got attacked by hungry wolves. (too much detail to go into) It was horrific. 

She crawled back home hoping Jack would be her saviour, you know seeing as it was the 

day before Christmas Eve! 

Jack let her hide under his bed, “of course. But listen to me; Stay under there inca-“  

“JACK?”  

We have a fantastic community of young writers in St Cecilia’s College…here are a few examples for you to enjoy! 
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It was him. Dad the ugly fat loaf. She could tell from his gruff, low voice.  

“Is that who I THINK it is?”  

“Dad are you drunk again?”  

Dad saw Riley. He made a low growl, grabbed her by the hips and threw her out the 

window. Riley’s hair flung over her face, her long black hair in her eyes.   

She heard a loud whooshing in her ears, the fast wind freezing her on this cold winter’s 

night.  

It was silent until she heard Figaro (aka ugly fat dad) screaming, “Go live with your 

mother, that short plump rat’ll surely take care of ya!” 

BOOM 

She landed, she heard a crunch but the funny thing was, she didn’t feel it.  

“Ugh riley, you never were very careful,” said a high-pitched voice she didn’t recognize. 

She looked. It was her elf on the shelf from when she was little. “SAMUEL?????”  

“HI Riley! Yes it’s me, BUT my real name given to me by my father, ST Nicholas Clause 

and my mother, Margaret Claus is actually Walter. UHEM” he coughed “You need to 

come with me, I’m inviting you to live with me in the North Pole. Your so-called home, 

isn’t safe.”  

“OFCOURSE Samu-uh… sorry …Walter. I hate my Figaro and that other rat who never 

even tried to raise me, Lydia. I’d be honoured!”  she replied. 

Well at least Riley got her happy ending! She was adopted by her new mum and dad, Mr 

and Mrs Claus. She lived a happy life in the North Pole. Jack even got adopted too! Riley’s 

new life begins somewhere else… 

 

Eirinn McGilloway 

8 Courage 
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“I love you.” 
Such powerful and emotional words, a phrase 

with a sweet taste that lingers on your tongue, yet 

it came fast and furious with a bitter taste that will 

forever linger on my tongue, head over heals for 

these words, yet I was foolish enough to believe 

them at the time. 

 

These words pierced my absorbed lovesick heart 

allowing you the key to my compassion that you 

will never deserve.  

 

Do not worry my dear ol’ love, I can be as phony 

as you, you may not be aware of this yet but I will 

get my sweet revenge, I will take back my key 

and leave a forever lasting dent on your small 

enfeebled heart.  

 

My lies will be as much more bitter and sour than 

yours can ever be, you ruined me, you put me in a 

dark empty spiral that I would just fall and fall 

with no warmth or place at home. 

 

My lovely charmer of a husband, the criminal and 

enmity bond we share, I will put an end to you, 

slow and painful just like what you have done to 

me, I’ll get away with it like you have gotten 

away with stealing my devotedness and then 

throwing it into the trash just to be taken away 

and never found again.  

 

My lies will be more resentful than thought, it 

will consume that dwarf head of yours. 

 
I will be the last person you set eyes on, 
I love you. 
 

Kelsi Clarke 10 Peace 
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A Christmas 
Haiku   

  

Hanging up stockings,  
The tree is filled with 
brightness,   
The weather is cold.  

 Ruby Brown 8 Grace  
 

Cold wet nights  
Houses filled with warmth  
Roads are very slippy  
Icicles are starting to form  
Snow is falling  
Tinsel covering the Christmas tree  
Mariah Carey always on the radio  
And more presents under the tree  
Santa on his way!  

Ruby Brown, 8 Grace.  
 

  

Children out playing in the snow  

Happy to make gingerbread cookies  

Rewrapping presents I don’t want  

Santa coming down the chimney  

Tears of joy when they get a surprise  

Merry Christmas to all that is near  

Asking Santa for loads of gifts  

Stocking full of heaps and heaps of gifts.  

Shannagh Harkin, 8 Grace 
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Krampus 

More than a century ago on Christmas Eve, 
children waited happily for their Christmas treats, 

prancing and dancing to their Christmas songs. 

 

Little did they know what waited in the night, 

a foul beast,  

who would surely give them a fright! 

 

His name was Krampus the Christmas beast! 

He has horns and hooves,  

and he punishes naughty children who deserved to be warned. 

So, when Christmas day came, the children were gone.  

Only some left behind to tell the tale of the wicked beast. 

So, listen here if you want to stay safe, 

You better behave to stay away from the claw of the Christmas 

beast. 

Brannagh Rice 10 Grace 
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The Boy and the Elf 

There once was a boy with an elf on the shelf. 

The elf’s name was Tinsel, he named it himself! 

The elf listened to the boy with a close ear 

But, had the boy done enough, would there be presents this 

year? 

 

The night before Christmas the boy decided 

to go to bed, 

Until he heard a bang and saw a tiny elf’s head. 

His elf had moved right in front of eyes 

And he had a plan to the elf’s surprise! 

  

He captured him in a cage of candy canes 

And ate Santa’s cookies, there will be no remains! 

When Santa arrived down the chimney that night 

He was greeted by a confusing sight. 

 

The elf in the cage, the empty cookie plate,  

and the boy standing proudly with the crumbs that he ate. 

The boy explained he wants presents this year,  

last year he got coal, another batch is his fear! 
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Santa chuckled, with a bag of presents in his wrist,  

“My dear boy there was no need to do all this,  

for this year you’re on my nice list” 

The boy felt embarrassed and apologised 

profusely.  

Santa told him there’s no need to worry,  

for even though kidnapping an elf is a 

crime,  

he knew this boy was good,  

just anxious around this time.  

 

To make up for his actions, he made Santa cookies  

with the elf, Santa and some north pole rookies.  

He surely had learned his lesson to not fear,  

just be nice and don’t worry! 

Christmas is the best time of the year.    Farrah Nixon 

10 Grace 
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What Christmas means to me… 
Niamh Doherty 9 Grace 

 

The snow falling, the smell of Christmas dinner, the sound of 

wrapping presents. The feeling of Christmas all around makes me 

feel so jolly and full of love.  

The lead up to Christmas is very 

exciting! I love counting down 

the days till Christmas Eve with 

my advent calendar! I love seeing 

the lights getting switched on 

and buying presents for people 

you care about. If we are lucky to 

get snow, there is nothing I love 

more than making snow angels 

and snow men and women! 

 

When Christmas Eve comes around, I put on my Christmas pyjamas 

and go downstairs to bake Christmas cookies. I can hardly sleep 

because of the excitement of the next day being Christmas Day when 

we open our presents, watch my family opening theirs and of course 

the big roast for dinner and not forgetting seeing all of my family.  

On Christmas Day, I wake up, leap out of bed and run downstairs to 

open my presents. My Mum makes a nice fry for breakfast and I put 

on my Christmas clothes and go to my granny’s.  

When Christmas is over, I feel sad, but I remember that I have all the 

excitement ahead of me for next year.  

Merry Christmas Everyone! Have a happy and peaceful time! 
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Christmas time  

  

I woke up and realised that today wasn’t just a normal winter 
day it was… CHRISTMAS DAY!  
 

I sprinted to my parents’ bedroom desperate to see 
what Santa brought, creaking their door open, tip toeing 
inside and bouncing on the bed just to wake them up. 
Bouncing with excitement ready to see the living room where 
all my presents are. 
Tip toeing downstairs, rushing through 
the door and I started opening 
presents, ripping, screaking, tearing, 
creaking, all the noises to think about.  
 

After opening everything a huge smile 
crackled from my excited face, slipping 
on my fluffy socks, and going to get my 
breakfast. My mum sizzling and flipping 
pancakes. Pumping out the syrup, the noisy metal noise of 
the knife and fork scraping together. Stomach grumbling but 
ready to be full, I hear a knock at the door, I look out and 
its Granny and Granda, I rush to them, just to show them 
what I got, they come inside and that was 
my Christmas morning.  
  

Mia Campbell, 8 Grace.  
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Riddles I’m a catchy carol and a tune that likes to 

rhyme, I contain 12 magnificent gifts that come around 

Christmas time. What am I?  

Answer: The twelve days of Christmas song.  

 

We travelled from the East, following a 

big, bright star, bringing gifts to the new born King. Who were 

we?  

Answer: The 3 wise men. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Ms Toland and 

Miss Carson for providing the 

jokes and fun fact! 

In Iceland, the best Christmas gift is a book and it has been that way for 

decades. It's a national tradition in Iceland, and it has a name - 

Jolabokaflod: the Christmas Book Flood.  

"The culture of giving books as presents is very deeply rooted in how 

families perceive Christmas as a holiday," says Kristjan B. Jonasson, 

former president of the Iceland Publishers Association. "Normally, we 

give the presents on the night of the 24th and people spend the night 

reading. In many ways, it's the backbone of the publishing sector here 

in Iceland." 

So Icelanders love books. 

The Book Flood tradition dates back to World War II, when strict 

currency restrictions limited the amount of imports  in Iceland. The 

restrictions on imported paper were more lenient than on other 

products, so the book emerged as the Christmas present of choice. And 

Icelanders have honoured the tradition ever since.  
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Writers 

Would you like to get involved in our next edition? 

Could you write a fabulous feature? 

Have you got a nose for news?  

Could you be a sensational sports reporter? 

Have you an issue that you want to get off your chest? 

Are you the perfect poet?  

 

 

 

 

contact Mrs Brady!  

 

Get in touch…email Mrs Brady 

jbrady054@c2ken.net 

Join Mrs Carson’s next Creative writing class or pop 

in and talk to Mrs Brady, Sarah or Jodie-Lee! 


