CONSTITUTION





OF





St Cecilia’s College School Parent - Teacher Association





1	The name of the association shall be the Parent - Teacher Association of


	St Cecilia’s College.





2	The objects of the Association are to advance the education of the pupils of the


school, providing and assisting in the provision of facilities for education at the school (not normally provided by the Department of Education or the Western Education and Library Board), and as an ancillary thereto and in furtherance of this object the Association may:-





foster more extended relationships between the staff, parents and others associated with the school; and


engage in activities which support the school and advance the education of the pupils attending it.





3	All parents or guardians of pupils at the school and all teachers at the school


	are automatically members of the Association.





4	The Association shall be non-political.





5	Committee Membership





The Principal of the school shall be the President of the Association.  She may nominate a deputy to represent her at any meeting of the committee.  The President or a deputy appointed by her for that purpose shall act as a Returning Officer at all elections, such elections to be held by secret ballot.


The elected parent Governor shall be ex officio a member during his/her term as Governor.


At the first Annual General Meeting, 20 members will be elected, 15 of whom shall be parents or guardians of pupils at the school and 4 members of teaching staff.





6	Replacement of Members at Annual General Meetings





At the second Annual General Meeting and subsequent Annual General Meetings, one third of the elected membership of the committee shall retire from office so as to ensure that no member of the committee, apart from the President and elected Parent Governor, shall serve longer than 3 consecutive years.





The elected members of the committee to retire shall be those who have been longest in office since their last election or appointment.  As between members of equal seniority, the members to retire shall, in the absence of agreement be selected from among them by lot.











7	Officers





The committee shall appoint a Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer and PRO from amongst their number.





8	The committee shall have the power to co-opt members to fill any vacancies


	which may occur throughout the year, those co-opted members to serve until


	the next Annual General Meeting, when they will still be eligible for election.





9	The committee may authorise the convening of regional or other sub-groupings.


In such instances, the committee shall nominate the Convenors, who shall be responsible for the conduct of all meetings.  The committee has the right to disband such sub-groupings.





10	(a)	The Annual General Meeting of the Association shall be in the school before


the end of January each year and 10 days written notice of the meeting with an Agenda shall be given to all members.





(b)	Notice of motion to amend the Constitution shall be given in writing to the


Secretary before 15 December and shall only be valid if signed by the proposer and subscribed by 11 other members of the Association.  Full names and addresses of proposer and subscribers shall be given.





(c)	A two-thirds majority of votes cast shall be necessary to amend the 


Constitution.





11	Seven members of the committee shall constitute a quorum for the committee.





12	Where parents no longer have children at the school, but wish to continue their interest


in the school through the Association such parents may be accepted as ‘Friends’ of the School (or Associate Members) and shall be entitled to full membership, with the exception that they may not hold office as Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer or serve on the committee.





13	No alteration of the Constitution may be made except at the Annual General Meeting.


No alteration or amendment shall be made to the objects clause or dissolution clause which would cause the Association to cease to be a charity at law.





14	The Principal of the school or her deputy shall have the ultimate decision on all 


	educational matters.





15	The Board of Governors of the school shall have the right to disband the Association


or any sub-groupings thereof.





16	Accounts shall be kept in an approved bank in the name of the Association.  


Withdrawal cheques must have the signatures of any two of the following officers:- President, Chairperson, Honorary Secretary, Honorary Treasurer or PRO.  The financial year o the Association shall end on 31 November.  The accounts shall be audited by 2 Honorary Auditors appointed at the Annual General Meeting and the audited accounts submitted to the next Annual General Meeting.





17	The first meeting of the committee shall be called by the President during the 2 weeks


following the Annual General Meeting.  All subsequent meetings shall be called by the Honorary Secretary in accordance with any resolution to that effect passed by the committee and failing any such resolution at the discretion of the Chairperson and Honorary Secretary or of the President.  There shall be at least 5 meetings within the school year.





18	Three general meetings of the Association shall be held during the year.





19	An extraordinary General Meeting may be called at any time at the discretion of the 


committee or by a requisition signed by at least fifty members.  Every such requisition shall specify the business for which the meeting is to be convened, and no other business shall be transacted at such a meting.  Four weeks notice of any such meeting shall be given to all members.





20	Any asset remaining on dissolution of the Association after satisfying any outstanding


debts and liabilities shall not be distributed amongst the members of the Association but will be given to the school for the benefit of the children of the school in an manner which is exclusively charitable at law.





21	The Association shall take out public liability insurance to cover all its meetings


and activities.


